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As Senate Chair of the Energy & Technology Committee, I have kept a
keen eye on Connecticut’s power grid, emphasizing use of clean energy
whenever possible. This year we took steps, including:
 Eliminating greenhouse gas emissions from electricity generation
in Connecticut by 2040, working to move away from increasingly
costly sources of fuel toward renewable resources like green
energy and nuclear power
 Increasing solar and wind generation programs, which provide
electricity to residences and businesses at low cost
 Requiring electric distribution companies to develop battery
storage systems to enhance the reliability and resiliency of the
power grid
 Making it easier and less expensive for property owners to install
electric vehicle charging stations
 Studying ways to convert trash to energy, finding strategies
to improve the state’s disposal of waste while seeking ways to
generate energy
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$1.4 million to support a track and athletic complex in East Haddam
$2.5 million to build a new senior center in Colchester
$500,000 to replace the track at the Portland schools
$132,000 for Deep River Elementary for roof replacement costs
$1.5 million for renovations to the Palmer-Warner House in East
Haddam
$760,000 for renovations to Brainerd Memorial Library in Haddam
$114,500 for the Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center in Old
Saybrook
$100,000 for Chester to dredge Chester Creek
$40,000 for Clinton to update its harbor management plan
Over $550,000 to protect open space and support outdoor
recreation in Colchester, East Haddam and East Hampton
$73,293 for Essex Library to make ADA improvements and window
replacement
$15,000 for the Haddam-Killingworth Recreation Department
$55,000 for the Clinton Town Beach
$300,000 for tennis courts at Valley Regional High School
$300,000 to establish a state Office of Aquatic Invasive Species
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COMMON-SENSE SOLUTIONS
TAX CUTS FOR CONNECTICUT
RESIDENTS
This session, I worked with my colleagues to pass a modified state
budget with over $600 million in tax cuts that that invests in mental
health, child care, education and job creation. In this budget, we:

ADDRESSING YOUTH
MENTAL HEALTH
My top priority this year was addressing mental health among youth.
New laws include:

 Fund and hire counselors, psychologists, nurses, and social workers
in schools that have unmet mental health needs

 Create a new $250-per-child tax rebate for low- and middle-

 Increase wages for child care workers

 Increase the property tax credit from $200 to $300 and expand

 Create a program where the

income families. To apply, please visit www.portal.ct.gov/DRS
eligibility to over 385,000 households

 Accelerate the phase out on state income tax on pensions and
annuities for our seniors, saving them $97 million per year

 Increase the state Earned Income Tax Credit to its highest level
ever for low-income working people

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
PAYMENTS TO CT PENSIONS
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The bipartisan budget makes a historic $3.6 billion payment toward the longterm unfunded pension debt while maintaining a record high $3.3 billion
Rainy Day Fund. Over the past two years, we have made over $5.2 billion
in additional payments to unfunded liabilities, which has led to five state
credit rating increases, lower borrowing costs, and hundreds of millions
in annual savings. These additional debt payments mean taxpayers save
approximately $385 million in 2024, $413 million in 2025 and about that
amount every year for the next 25 years resulting in a total savings of
$9.8 billion.

Department of Public Health will
recruit and retain healthcare
workers, specifically behavioral
health experts and professionals

 Enhance school preparedness
to respond to a student opioid
overdose

 Make mobile crisis centers

available 24 hours per day, 7 days
per week

 Create an equity-based mental health fund aiding members of the

A SAFE CONNECTICUT
Connecticut ranks as the 4th-safest
state in the country and leads the way
in preventing gun violence, largely
because of investments we’ve made
in law enforcment and other work
we’ve done. This year, we protected
car owners by passing laws to prevent
the sale of catalytic converters and
increase penalties for repeated
violations, which will reduce theft.
We’ve previously supported our officers by:

 Providing 900 Connecticut state troopers with a pay increase

over three years and — for the first time ever — a 30-minute lunch
break

 Fighting for three new Connecticut State Trooper classes to put
dozens of new officers in the community

 Establishing health coverage for on-the-job post traumatic
stress for all police officers

public disconnected from mental health services

PROVIDING FOR OUR
VETERANS
Since 2019, I have worked to continue to provide the support and
services our veterans need. I have passed a number of laws that will
improve the lives of our veterans and their families that include:
 Establishing mental health coalitions at all state colleges and
universities
 Funding for veterans to attend manufacturing certificate programs
 Extending state veterans benefits to individuals released from
service with an other than honorable discharge (OTH). These
benefits include property tax exemptions, tuition waivers at state
universities and more
 Providing families with up to $1,800 for funeral expenses that are
eligible for the state burial benefit
 Increasing from $50 to $60 the pay for Honor Guards at veteran
funerals

FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE
AND IMPROVING AIR QUALITY
̥

Make electric vehicles and e-bikes more affordable and accessible
through expanded rebate programs

̥

Ramp up installation of electric vehicle charging stations statewide to
address range anxiety

̥

Require that all vehicles purchased by the state be electric by
2030, with a phase in beginning
immediately

̥

Put a 5-cent surcharge on “nip” liquor
bottles to support environmental
programs that clean up communities

̥

Provide funding to assist businesses
if they want to electrify their fleets

̥

Create a grant program to transition
hundreds of school buses from diesel
to electric statewide so that our
children and families can breathe
easier

