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HELPING NEW ENTREPRENEURS 
JUMP-START THEIR BUSINESSES

Starting a new business is a daunting, intimidating process.  
I passed legislation establishing a new program to ease some 
of that burden by helping entrepreneurs make their business 
idea a reality. This bill directly addresses the unique needs of 

the entrepreneurial community, allowing them to minimize 
some of the expense of launching a new business. Specifically, 

Connecticut Innovations will reimburse approved entrepreneurs 
for any state filing, permitting or licensing fees associated with 

forming an information technology, biotechnology or green 
technology business in Connecticut. Any time we can encourage 

Connecticut’s entrepreneurs to make the leap and form a new 
business, we are helping grow our economy and create new jobs.
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 New Transportation & Infrastructure Projects
This is an exciting time for 
Stamford with many upcoming 
investments in transportation 
and infrastructure. I held a 
forum with the staff from the 
Department of Transportation 
(DOT) on these projects to 
ensure the public has input on 
their design and impact. The 
changes to our rail, roads and 
bridges will shape our city for 
years to come. It is important for 
the public to have an opportunity to provide feedback on the DOT’s plans and know what changes 
will be happening soon.

Supporting Our Firefighters
I stood with local first responders to successfully push for legislation to create the firefighters cancer 
relief account and the firefighters cancer relief program. These funds will support paid and volunteer 
firefighters who have been diagnosed with cancer from the dangerous work they do. At the same 
time this new protection is funded and will not impact local town budgets.

I celebrated the grand opening of another new business—Fjord Fish Market on the Boston Post Road in Darien.

Fighting the State’s  
Opioid Crisis

Heroin and prescription 
drug overdoses are 

claiming more lives 
in Connecticut every 
year. I fought for 
legislation that will 

positively impact the 
state’s opioid crisis. The 

legislation improves access to Naloxone, often 
known as Narcan, a medication that is used to 
treat opioid overdose. Expanding access to Narcan 
is an important step in this public health crisis. 
Allowing more first responders to carry Narcan 
will save lives. The legislation also caps first-time 
opioid painkiller prescriptions to a seven-day 
supply, strengthens the prescription monitoring 
program, and releases health care professionals 
from liability when they administer an opioid 
antagonist, such as Narcan, to treat an overdose.

After I honored the Class “LL” State Champion Stamford High School Girls’ Basketball Team 
in the Senate at the State Capitol in Hartford, they were nice enough to join me for a selfie.



Creating Jobs for the New Innovation Economy
This year I championed a law to focus on the new innovation economy 
so we are building jobs for the next generation. From the Industrial 
Revolution to the modern jet engine and the financial industry, our state 
has been at the forefront of the nation’s economy. But as the business 
world changes we must once again reinvent our economy to continue to 
lead. This new law uses our economic strengths—a highly educated and 
productive workforce, top-tier universities and existing businesses—to 
capture future job growth at startups and expansion-ready companies.

➤➤ Develops and attracts entrepreneurs who create new startups and jobs 
and helps grow successful startups into larger firms

➤➤ Establishes ‘Innovation Places’—dense, local networks of innovators 
and entrepreneurs—where new businesses can grow faster 
together

➤➤ Connects colleges and universities with the private sector to 
convert research into new businesses

➤➤ Attracts more private funding to support growing companies

Cutting Spending & 
Consolidating Government
This year, 
Connecticut faced 
a budget gap, and 
given our tough 
economic reality, 
I held my ground 
to consolidate 
government and 
create efficiencies, 
institute fiscal 
reforms and reduce 
government 
benefits. To balance 
the budget we did 
not raise taxes and 
reduced spending by $1.5 billion. Changing times have made 
for difficult decisions, and we paved a path forward by reducing 
the burdens on taxpayers and businesses.

Placement & Training  
for Today’s Job Openings
Too many families in 
Connecticut need jobs in 
today’s economy. I championed 
legislation and other 
government initiatives that are 
connecting people with training 
and employers that need new 
workers today. Connecticut is:

➤➤ Training more software 
developers, programmers and other applicants for in-demand tech 
jobs through apprenticeship programs

➤➤ Investing in night classes at vo-tech schools for high school 
students and adults looking to change careers or learn new job 
skills in areas like plumbing, electrical, tech support, and other 
skilled trades

➤➤ Coordinating community colleges and local employers to match 
direct job needs in manufacturing

These initiatives will help connect Connecticut residents with good-
paying middle-class jobs in today’s economy.
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Supporting Veteran-Owned  
Small Businesses
As policymakers, we must improve 
the lives of our veterans and 
ensure they earn a good living and 
contribute to our economy. Under a 
new law that I championed this year, 
veteran-owned small businesses will 
now receive additional preferences 
that will make it easier for veterans to 
start and grow businesses. This new 
policy is a continuation of my multi-
year focus on improving the lives of our veterans and supporting them in every way possible.

“The Chamber is grateful to Senate leadership for its support of this initiative, 
which is vital to our more than 40,000 veteran-owned businesses”

Andrew S. DiSilvestro Jr., Executive VP, CT Veterans Chamber of Commerce

Property Tax Relief for Veterans
There is no act more selfless than serving in the U.S. military. That’s why I worked to ensure 
that we pay back our veterans and their families in as many ways as we can, to honor their 
commitment to our country. We have doubled the maximum property tax exemption 
that a municipality may provide to wartime veterans or their surviving spouses to $20,000, 
while disabled veterans may be eligible for a further property tax exemption of $3,000. Now 
municipalities can opt in to this program and help local veterans save on their property taxes.

Tougher Penalties  
for Hit & Run Drivers

Across the country, as people choose to ride their 
bikes, walk or use public transportation to get 
around, it is important that our roads are safe for 
all users. As part of a continuing effort to improve 
safety, I successfully fought for a new law that 
imposes tougher financial penalties and prison 
time for hit and run drivers.

I hosted a roundtable discussion at Stamford’s Ferguson Library with community, education and business 
leaders focused on planning and developing Innovation Places. Stamford is uniquely positioned to take 

advantage of this new state program and help grow the economy of the future.


