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Over the last eight years, the global recession and structural shift in our economy has led to uncertainty for 
families, businesses and state and local governments. While we still face significant challenges, and there is 
certainly more work for us to do, there is good news:

Investing and Supporting Small Businesses
The Small Business Express Program (EXP) provides loans and grants to Connecticut’s small businesses to spur job 
creation and growth. Employers who are looking for assistance in gett ing access to capital or receiving incentive loan and 
grant funds to create jobs are encouraged to apply. Call 860-270-8036 or visit www.ct.gov/ecd to learn more.

Through the creation of the Small Business Express program, businesses in Milford have 
created or retained 151 jobs and have received $573,000 in grants to help grow.

JANUARY 15, 2016

Alexion begins return to New Haven;
200 workers set to relocate

Alexion Pharmaceuticals is moving employees into its brand new global 
headquarters in New Haven, which will house up to 1,000 good jobs and 
encourage other fi rms to move to our area.

JANUARY 25, 2016

More Jobs Than People: Fast-Growing
Connecticut Job Market Stands Out

“The job growth represents one of the fastest hiring 
expansions in Connecticut in a generation.”

JANUARY 7, 2016

CT Ranked as top 5 innovative state
The Bloomberg U.S. Innovation Index just ranked 
Connecticut as one of the top fi ve most innovative 
states in the country.

Innovation is crucial to Connecticut’s economic 
competitiveness and leads to high-skilled job creation.
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While More Work Needs to Be Done, We Are Making Progress.

Our economy continues to grow and create jobs:

 � Our unemployment rates are at their lowest levels since 2008 and our drop in unemployment in 2015 was the 
sixth-largest in the United States. Unemployment has gone down in Milford from 6% in November of 2013 to 
4.1% in November of 2015; 

 � Our manufacturing sector is growing and has experienced a fi ve 
percent increase in annual output over the last two years; 

 � Connecticut is att racting new businesses like Serta Simmons Bedding, 
which moved here from Massachusett s bringing 200 new jobs, and the 
headquarters of Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits, which left  New York for 
Connecticut bringing more than 100 new or relocated jobs. Meanwhile, 
communication companies Frontier and Comcast are continuing to 
invest and recently announced they are each adding 150 to 200 new 
jobs in the state;

 � Connecticut has the greatest number of Fortune 500 corporate 
headquarters on a per capita basis in the U.S with three companies—
Charter Communications, Cigna and Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Worldwide—relocating here in just the last fi ve years.
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